100	THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
ought never to pardon anything, never forget anything [w
doit jamais ricn pardonner, jamais ricn oublier]. I have
never said a word to the German Chancellor which could
encourage him in any illusions as to us. ... To work for
peace for the present and to reserve the future [pacifier le
present, reservcr I'avcnir], such is the program which I have
always had before -my eyes. ... At the beginning of our
discussions I specified with Count Hatzfcldt and with the
Chancellor himself that neither Alsace nor Lorraine should
ever be a question between us, that here was a domain re-
served on both sides where we ought to be forbidden to pene-
trate, because we could never meet in good agreement on it
I shall never speak of Alsace, I have said; and on your part,
if you sincerely desire an understanding with us on various
points, avoid drawing the sword over our wound, because
the French nation will not remain in control of her
feelings," «7
This attitude of proud irreconcilability, asserted by the
French Ambassador in 18S4, sums up admirably one of the
fundamental reasons for the failure of the olive branches
which Bismarck had been holding out. Another reason was
the underlying suspicion and distrust with which each side
received the suggestions of the other. The result was that
the period of relative friendliness which had characterized
Franco-German relations in the decade 1875-1885 came to
an end and was succeeded by the tense relations of the
Boulanger period.
General Boulanger, who became Minister of War in the
Freycinet Cabinet in January, 1SS6, speedily became for
the French masses the symbol of military revival and the
hope of revanche. For fifteen long and bitter years they
had borne their isolation and humiliation. Now they
listened eagerly to the man on horseback who declared in
chauvinistic speeches and in his organ La France Militaire:
<rc Baron Courcel to Jules Ferry, December 3, 1884; Bourgeois et
Pagte, p. 387; <s/. also pp. 2052,

